
Disciples of Jesus Community – 2020 
Code of Conduct - Safeguarding 

 
This applies to the leaders and those authorised to minister at a DoJ event including: 

• Pastoral Team 

• Prayer Ministry Teams 

• Small Group Leaders and Assistants 

• Clergy  

• MGLs 

• Lecturers & seminar presenters 

 
Duty of Care 
We each have a ‘duty of care’ for all young people attending DoJ events, especially minors, 
i.e. children and young people under 18 years of age. That means we must take reasonable 
steps to ensure their health, safety and welfare during our time together including:  
 
Modelling 
We model safe and responsible behaviour. This means  

• avoiding activities while in the presence of young people that would be potentially 
hazardous for them, and 

• showing good examples of healthy boundaries, especially when relating to them.  

Boundaries 
We practice healthy boundaries which allow us to relate to young people without being 
overly personal or inappropriate, and without fear of being accused of either.  
We: 
1. do not spend time alone with a minor away from others, for example prolonged car 

trips, going for walks, speaking or praying behind closed doors; 
2. do not engage in electronic communication with them without pastoral or parental 

approval; 
3. avoid long in-depth individual conversation or prayer ministry with a young person of 

the opposite gender, but respectfully look for opportunities to invite another person of 
their same gender to join your conversation or prayer; 

4. do not express our love for an individual young person in a way that will cause 
confusion, for example by saying to them ‘I love you’, or ‘I am attracted to you’; 

5. avoid physical contact which could be misinterpreted as overly personal or cause 
discomfort to a young person, for example prolonged hugs, laying hands on their 
shoulders, back, head etc without their consent;  

6. do not use sexual jokes, pornography, drugs or alcohol nor condone their use;  
7. do not make racial insults or shame, humiliate or belittle any young person; 
8. never physically discipline a young person or use physical force to impose compliance 

unless reasonable force needs to be applied to protect others or yourself from harm.  

Vigilance 
As ‘good shepherds’ we are vigilant and keep watch over the young people under our care 
especially noting any inappropriate behaviour or abuse by others towards them, suicide 
threats or mental health issues. We have a duty to report these or any other serious or 
significant concerns to the pastoral person overseeing our ministry, or the Child Protection 
Officer (CPO) to obtain wisdom, discernment and guidance. (See Flow Chart: responding to 
child protection disclosures).  
 


